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Businesses, government, and the non-profit sector account for about one-third of California’s peak energy demand, especially when the weather turns extreme.  The “bad boys” of work-a-day electricity use include air conditioning and electric heaters, which can be responsible for half of a facility’s electricity use; lighting and appliances, while modest on an individual basis, can add up to be a substantial amount of energy.  When called-upon on “Energy Alert Days”—when the threat of outages and use of particularly polluting power plants is high—consider turning-off or down the following devices.

	Device
	
	Kilowatts (kW)


	For Facility/Property Managers

	Elevators:  Use the stairs, and, in large buildings, consider closing an elevator bank.
	1-37

	Air-Conditioning – Central Air:  Turn temperature up 2 to 4 degrees, or better, turn heat pumps off or reduce outside air intake.  To keep cool, close office shades or pre-cool the building before 11 am.                                                                             
	1-200

	Lights:  Turn off as many as possible.
	

	Strip Fluorescent tubes (per tube)
	.1

	High Pressure Sodium and Halide Fixtures (per tube)
	.4

	Bulbs (see bulb label)
	.5

	Common area lights
	.6

	Neon lights
	.1-.9

	Energy Management: 

Put building in “Weekend mode”

Operate with 20% emergency lights in common areas
	up to 10 % 

of average daily use

	Dish Washers, Clothes Washers and Dryers:  Delay dishwashing and laundry process.
	.1-1.5

	Pool, Sauna, Decorative Fountains (per one horsepower pump):  Turn pump off.                
	.8

	Ice Machines:  Turn off.
	1-5

	For Staff/Tenants/Occupants

	Lights:  Turn off as many as possible.
	

	Strip Fluorescent tubes (per tube)
	.1

	Bulbs (see bulb label)
	.5

	Desk lamps
	.7

	Air-Conditioning – Individual Units:  Turn temperature up, or better, turn off.  To keep cool, close office shades or pre-cool the building before 11 am.                                                                                  
	.7-1.4

	Refrigeration:  If possible turn UP temperature or temporarily unplug.
	

	Refrigerators

Glass Door Merchandisers

Vending Machines
	.2

	Microwave Oven:  Don’t Use (pack a cold sandwich for lunch). Place this and other devices on a power strip, and turn the strip off when not in active use.
	1.5

	Laser Printer, Photocopier, Fax Machine:  Turn off or shift work to off-peak hours.
	.1-.5

	Coffee maker:  Turn off; transfer coffee to an insulated container.
	.2

	Desktop Computer
:  Turn off if not using, or at minimum set to “sleep” mode.
	.1

	Battery Chargers (e.g. pallet jacks, cell phones):  Delay charging to off-peak hours.
	.1


Help Avoid Outages and Reduce Polluting Air Emissions on “Energy Alert Days,” 11 am to 7 pm when Electricity Demand is Especially High








ENERGY CURTAILMENT TIPS








� These are averages. Older devices tend to use significantly more electricity than newer models, particularly in the case of refrigerators. One 


kilowatt is equal to 1,000 watts:  ten 100-watt incandescent light bulbs equals one kW; a standard two bulb florescent unit is 100-watts; 


turning-off just 10 florescent units saves 1 kW.  


� Computers are turned-on an average of 13 hours a day, implying that at least half the time they’re not being used.
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